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guerilla war, and on the attempt of the Irregulars to
prevent the machinery of Government from working.
Up to the close of 1922 the Irish railways were very
intermittently in operation, and in great part com-
pletely out of work.   The real issue for Ireland was
one between law and anarchy;  the question whether
there could be an Irish Government or no obscured the
enquiry what type of Government should be installed.
Also in the period from  1914 onward the habit of
public  discussion  had   been   lost.    First   came   the
British war censorship, and after 1916 the limitation
and suppression of public meetings by British authority;
then the counter-censorship by the Republicans, who
attacked the property of newspapers which expressed
unpopular views.   To this was added the impossi-
bility of holding any public meetings from 1920 on-
wards.   All this created a disposition in the general
public to leave the Government and the opposing
camarilla to fight out their quarrel    In truth, during
the first year after the Treaty, the Irish Government
was in effect regarded more or less as a Junta exercising
dictatorial powers—though  undoubtedly the public
by its refusal to obey the. appeal issued from Michael
Collins and Mr. de Valera gave sign that there was at
least a potentially active democracy.
But in practice the Government governed as a
Junta with the assembly merely registering their
decrees. ^ The Parliament at Westminster did little
else in time of war, and civil war does not need less
drastic treatment than foreign. At one point, however,
feeling in the House was sharply expressed. Two
members were fired on : one, a general, was shot dead,
the other, the Deputy Speaker, seriously wounded.
It was known that this was only the beginning of an
attempt to break up the Free State's Parliament as
the Royal Irish Constabulary had been broken up,
by continued assassinations. Government executed
tour very prominent prisoners as a measure of reprisal *
chief among them being Mr. Rory O'Conor, leader of the

